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About Our Cover 

Our November 1965 cover showed construction of a storm 
sewer 35 feet below Interstate 10 behind District 12 head- 
quarters in Houston. This month’s cover, taken two years 
later, shows the beauty and symmetry of continuously rein- 
forced concrete pavement on the eastbound lanes of the 
freeway. Photograph by Herman Kelly. 


Editorials... 


New Approach Need 


The clove: Le. “appear 
NOTES, a publication of District 12 aor 
emphasis on safety research makes thi 


oe very interesting comme : 
traffic accidents have appeared re 
highwa y-oriented pu blications. 
_ The essence of these comment 
regardless of how safe highway and 
are designed, accidents will contir ue to 
too coy oe furthe r_intin 


are nonsmokers. _ 

Various states are saavenne dri jer ne — 
quirements. In Texas the age. limit has been raised 
from fourteen to sixteen ae - Other states ar > 
checking the aged driver. lo Japan an applican 
must be able to prove his sanity before he can 1 get 

a license. _ 


There is no. doubi that ee measures will ie 
reduce the number of accidents. But even if all 
the drunken drivers, speeders, heavy smokers, teen- 
agers, aged drivers, and unsafe vehicles were tak- 
en off the highways, would the accident rate be 
reduced to an Cea level? Proper enforce- 
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This new program encourages native Texans and out-of-state 


visitors to get off the high-speed highways and discover the 


scenic, cultural, and historic attractions of Texas. 
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UNVEILED 


By LES BAKER Travel and Information Division 


‘HIGHWAYS AND TOURISM 
are partners in the future progress of 
Texas,” Hal Woodward, chairman of 
the Texas Highway Commission, told 
members of the growing Texas tourist 
industry at the Third Annual Gover- 
nor’s Tourist Development Confer- 
ence in Austin in January. 

Highlight of the conference was 
Governor John Connally’s announce- 
ment of the new Texas Travel Trails 
program—10 tourist-oriented routes 
with a total of 6,847 miles reaching 
into every area of the state. 

Speaking to more than 700 dele- 
gates, the governor noted that 1966 
was a record tourism year despite a 
slight dip in the average time visitors 
spent in Texas. He emphasized that 
the trails are designed to take travelers 
off the high-speed superhighways and 
onto the byways and back roads of 
the state. 

The governor officially named the 
Texas Travel Trails Committee at an 


Austin meeting last May. The five- 
member staff, composed of representa- 
tives from the Texas Highway De- 
partment, Texas Tourist Development 
Agency, Texas State Historical Survey 
Committee, Texas Parks and Wildlife 
Department, and the Texas State Li- 
brary, studied information supplied by 
the counties through liaison with coun- 
ty judges. 

The information detailed recrea- 
tional facilities, historical, and scenic 
attractions and was balanced against 
accessibility and routing requirements. 
Meetings throughout the summer re- 
quired weighing visitor attractions, in- 
clusion of as many communities as 
possible, travel along scenic state 
highways and farm to market routes, 
and keeping the individual trail to-a 
manageable length. 

After the routes were identified by 
the Trails Committee, members of 
Travel and _ Information 
Travel Development Section 


Division’s 
drove 


each mile of each route. Accompanied 
by tourist bureau supervisors, the 
Travel Development writers investi- 
gated the attractions and routes and 
noted where explicit directions are 
needed for the trail tourists. 

The Graphic Arts Section of Travel 
and Information developed prelimin- 
ary requirements of the brochures 
which are being produced. One mil- 
lion of the Travel Trail folders will be 
published by the Travel and Informa- 
tion Division. Each folder will include 
a simplified map, descriptive copy, 
and photographs of attractions along 
the route. 

District engineers were contacted 
early in the program to survey each 
segment of each trail and recommend 
the number of signs and route arrows 
needed to mark the highways. 

The Texas State Historical Survey 
Committee is coordinating agency for 
the purchase of the signs which will be 
paid for by the individual counties. 
The Highway Department will erect 
the approximately 3,000 signs—half 
of which are trail markers bearing the 


distinctive symbol of the trail and the 
name. 

The trails, as summarized in this is- 
sue, range from the 523-mile Brazos 
Trail to the Forest Trail’s 793 smiles: 


Chairman. Woodward also identi- 
fied four new facilities programmed 
to better serve Texas visitors as new 
tourist bureaus at Amarillo and La- 
redo, relocating and building a new 
tourist bureau at Texarkana, and con- 
struction of a visitors area and Judge 
Roy Bean Museum at Langtry. 

The new tourist bureaus, operated 
by Travel and Information Division, 
bring to 10 the number serving visi- 
tors at major highway entry points 
and in the Capitol. That number will 
reach 11 next fall, expected date for 
completion of the Roy Bean facility. 
The Langtry project will provide a 
modern interpretive museum, cacti 
displays, and dioramas recalling the 
Judge Bean era, in addition to the 
visitors information service. 

Praising the trained, uniformed 
counselors in the bureaus, Woodward 
said, “They truly serve as our ambass- 


TEXAS TRAVEL TRAIL MARKERS are displayed by 
Governor Connally, Highway Commission Chair- 
man Hal Woodward and State Highway Engineer 
J. C. Dingwall at the Third Annual Governor’s 
Tourist Development Conference. Markers bear 
name and symbol in white on blue background. 


adors.” He noted that preliminary fig- 
ures indicate the number of out-of- 
state motorists stopping at the bureaus 
has increased 15 per cent during 1967 
over the first billion-dollar tourist in- 
dustry year of 1966. 

Bob Conwell, vice president of 
Corpus Christi Area Tourist Bureau, 
addressed the conference on “promot- 
ing our wares through publications,” 
and departed from his subject to praise 
the travel counselors. He said, “Tom 
Taylor’s travel counselors are doing 
the finest job for every Texas area of 
any such organization in the United 
States.” 

Speaking of HemisFair 68, Wood- 
ward stated, “We are proud of what 
we are doing to support it,” and point- 
ed out that Highway Department mail- 
ing facilities had been expanded to 
handle expected inquiries. 

The inquiries will be computer-pro- 
cessed to produce typed labels for an- 
swering and to eliminate duplication of 
requests. Each inquirer will receive an 
impressive official kit of travel ma- 
terials on all areas of the state, includ- 


Hal Woodward spells out steps Highway Depart- 
ment is taking to better serve Texas visitors this 
year. Governor Connally followed Woodward’s 
remarks by unveiling the Texas Travel Trails Pro- 
gram. Other speakers are Gary Rollins (far left), 
account executive of McCann-Erickson Advertising 
Agency; Frank Hildebrand, director of the Texas 
Tourist Development Agency; and James M. 
Gaines, chief executive officer of HemisFair, who 
keynoted the meeting. 


More than 700 persons from the tourist industry, 
state, and county agencies listen as Highway 
Commission Chairman Hal Woodward discusses 
the Department’s role in tourist development. 


ing a folder from each of the four re- 
gional chambers of commerce and 
folders developed especially for Hem- 
isFair. 

Woodward said the tourist bureaus 
would all have signs proclaiming them 
“Official HemisFair Information” 
points. He said he understood Hemis- 
Fair officials planned to link each bu- 
reau with the HemisFair visitor center 
to assist travelers with accomodations 
and other arrangements. 

Noting that the ’68 license plates 
promote the event, Woodward dis- 
closed that the 1968 Official State 
Highway Map will feature the world’s 
fair. The front cover will picture the 
identifying “Tower of the Americas” 
and the back will carry an enlarged 
map of San Antonio, he said. 

The Highway Commission chair- 
man said the 1968 map will be a 
radical departure in format from maps 
of previous years because of limited 
space and a need for more detailed 


information. Instead of scenic photo- 
graphs,. it will carry city and area 
maps and other information to guide 
motorists. 

Woodward said, “We believe that 
beginning with our ’68 map this publi- 
cation will contain more detailed trav- 
el information than any other piece of 
material in existence.” 

In his address, Woodward called 
attention to Travel and Information 
Division’s other areas of travel de- 
velopment. 

He said a sequel to the award-win- 
ning “Texas, Land of Contrast” travel 
film is currently in production and 
should be completed soon. Where the 
first film, which won a general ex- 
cellence award in competition with 
other travel films, served as a broad 
introduction to the scenic variety of 
Texas, the second will concentrate on 
the state’s vast recreational opportuni- 
ties. 

The chairman said that the division 


Kighway Department travel counselors show travel materials produced and distributed by the Depart- 


ment. From left, Mary Lou Baird (Capitol bureau), McCann-Erickson Advertising Executive Gary Rollins 
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Michele Allen (main office), and Brenda Klein (Capitol bureau). 
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handled more than four million pieces 
of travel literature each year, and in 
1967, according to preliminary figures, 
processed 308,000 mail requests—up 
18 per cent over 1966. 

Woodward warned conference 
members that after the tourist attrac- 
tion is promoted and the invitation ex- 
tended it is important that “the mer- 
chandise must be kept clean and in 
good order.” He pointed out that Tex- 
ans are falling short in keeping road- 
sides clean, that the Highway Depart- 
ment spends a million and a half dol- 
lars each year to pick up trash. 

The Highway Commission chair- 
man was joined in addressing the con- 
ference by James Gaines, executive of- 
ficer of HemisFair; R. Henderson 
Shuffler, director of the Institute of 
Texan Cultures; and Gary Rollins, ac- 
count executive with McCann-Erick- 
son Advertising Agency. 

During a luncheon speech, Gover- 
nor Connally presented the Gover- 
nor’s Tourist Development Award to 
Miss Ima Hogg for her efforts in re- 
storing historic Winedale Inn near 
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Round Top in Fayette County (See 
TEXAS HIGHWAYS, July 1967). 
He presented a special citation to Mrs. 
Erma McDonald for her “outstanding 
traits of friendliness and hospitality.” 
Mrs. McDonald is a waitress at Stage- 
coach Inn near Salado. @ 


Allen Finnell (left) shows souvenirs made by Ala- 
bama-Coushatta Indians at the reservation be- 
tween Woodville and Livingston to Charlie Moss 
(middle) owner-operator of Enchanted Rock tourist 
attraction; and Tom H. Taylor, director of the 
Department’s Travel and Information Division. 


The Ten Texas Travel Trails 


THE INDEPENDENCE TRAIL, approximately 730 miles through Districts 12, 
13, 14, 15, 16, and 17, travels from near San Antonio, through Bastrop, 
Washington-on-the-Brazos, Houston, Galveston, Port Lavaca, Victoria, and 
Goliad. 


THE HILL COUNTRY TRAIL, through Districts 14, 15, and 22, reaches or 
nears the Highland Lakes, Llano, Johnson City, Fredericksburg, Kerrville, 
Camp Wood, Uvalde, Concan, Castorville, San Antonio, New Braunfels, 
San Marcos, and Austin. The route is approximately 645 miles long. 


THE MOUNTAIN TRAIL, approximately 670 miles in District 24, travels 
through or near El Paso, Van Horn, Marfa, Presidio, Big Bend National Park, 
Alpine, Fort Davis, Kent, and El Capitan Peak. 


THE PECOS TRAIL, approximately 690 miles in Districts 6, 7, and 22, goes 
through or near Odessa, Midland, McCamey, Ozona, Junction, Brackettville, 
Del Rio, Langtry, Sanderson, Fort Stockton, and Monahans. 


THE FORTS TRAIL, approximately 685 miles through Districts 2, 3, 7, 8, 14, 
and 23, is roughly routed through Mason, Menard, San Angelo, Robert Lee, 
Winters, Abilene, Albany, Throckmorton, Graham, Jacksboro, Mineral Wells, 
Comanche, Brownwood, and Brady. 


THE LAKES TRAIL, approximately 650 miles through Districts 1, 2, 3, 9, 10, 
and 18, through or near Fort Worth, Dallas, Denton, Gainesville, Sherman, 
Denison, Bonham, Paris, Commerce, Canton, Malakoff, Corsicana, Hillsboro, 
Whitney, Clifton, Meridian, Glen Rose, Granbury, and Weatherford. 


THE FOREST TRAIL, the longest at approximately 795 miles through Dis- 
tricts 10, 11, 12, 17, 19, and 20, is routed through the area of Conroe, 
Montgomery, Huntsville, Crockett, Palestine, Tyler, Quitman, Pittsburg, 
Daingerfield, Jefferson, Karnack, Marshall, Ore City, Longview, Nacogdoches, 
Woodville, Moscow and Coldspring. 


THE BRAZOS TRAIL, approximately 525 miles through Districts 9, 14, and 
17, is near or through Austin, Taylor, Belton, Gatesville, Valley Mills, Waco, 
Tehuacana, Mexia, Groesbeck, Marlin, Franklin, Normangee, Anderson, 
Navasota, College Station, Caldwell, Paige, and Elgin. 


THE PLAINS TRAIL, approximately 735 miles through Districts 4, 5, 8, and 
25, travels through or near Gail, Lubbock, Morton, Muleshoe, Earth, Here- 
ford, Vega, Channing, Dumas, Stinnett, Lake Meredith, Borger, Panhandle, 
Amarillo, Canyon, Palo Duro Canyon State Park, Claude, Silverton, Turkey, 
Matador, Crosbyton, and Post. 


THE TROPICAL TRAIL, approximately 725 miles through Districts 16 and 
21, is near or goes through, Mathis, Sinton, Bayside, Refugio, Aransas Wild- 
life Refuge, Aransas Pass, Port Aransas, Padre Island National Seashore, 
Corpus Christi, Kingsville, Raymondville, Harlingen, Port Isabel, Browns- 
ville, Santa Maria, Weslaco, Donna, Hidalgo, McAllen, Mission, Bentsen- 
Rio Grande State Park, Rio Grande City, Falcon State Park, Laredo, Falfur- 
rias, and Alice. 


ELXAS 


\ A JINTER double-barrelled her 

way in last month, shooting 
down one person after another with 
colds and the flu, making ice-glazed 
highways hazardous, and just being a 
general nuisance. In fact, probably the 
only one happy with the weather was 
the polar bear at the Dallas zoo. 

Throughout the state, the Depart- 
ment’s maintenance forces were mo- 
bilized for around the clock activity to 
cope with a Texas-sized ice storm and 
to keep traffic moving as safely as 
possible. The three-day crisis began 
in the early hours of January 8 and 
took its toll in tempers and time before 
abating. 

Hazardous driving warnings were 
posted in every section of the state. 
Highway offices were deluged with 
inquiries from concerned motorists. 
Tom H. Taylor’s Travel and Informa- 
tion Division in Austin, charged with 
assembling emergency road condition 
information, received reports of at 
least some ice from each of the De- 
partment’s far-flung offices. 

“It was the first time in memory 
that the division received reports of 
adverse driving conditions from all 25 
districts,’ declared Ted Parks, staff 
services assistant. 

The extraordinary weather drew big 
coverage in the newspapers. “Just Call 
the State Tex-ice,’ summed up the 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram in a pun- 
ning headline, and continued, “Cold 
Rain Is a Pain on the Plain.” “A co- 
lossal nightmare of snarled traffic,” 
blared the Dallas Morning News. 


‘Just Call the 


After the worst was over, newspa- 
pers — and grateful motorists — gave 
the Highway Department’s mainten- 
ance men their due. Wrote Mrs. Mar- 
vin Adcock, “Just a note to praise you 
for a job well done during the icy 
weather. I live in Anson and work in 
Abilene. The roadgraders did a mas- 
terful job keeping the highways as 
safe as possible. Thank you.” 

And .. . from the Lufkin News: 
“Mr. and Mrs. J. Neal Naranjo paid 
the Texas Highway Department a real 
compliment the other night. They had 
just returned from a trip to Shreveport 
on Monday night when so much ice 
was on the highways and they said all 
bridges crossed in Texas had been 
sanded, while not a one had been in 
Louisiana. They said Texas has a ‘real 
fine highway department.’ I know that 
J. M. York, Bill Stockton, Allen Cock- 
rell, and the other good folks at the 
department here will appreciate their 
Fenian Seema 

Throughout the hard-hit state, the 
story was the same. A typical report 
came from District Engineer E. M. 
Pritchard at Brownwood. Writes 
Pritchard’s senior maintenance engi- 
neer, R. S. Martin Jr., “Freezing driz- 
zle, commonly called ‘frizzle,’ began 
falling in District 23 about 4 a.m. 
January 8. The frizzle soon changed 
to sleet, and ice was covering roads 
and bridges. Maintenance forces were 
called out and began sanding bridges, 
hills, and intersections, and placing 
flares at bridge entrances and _ signs 
warning of the ice. By the time most 


State 
TEX-ICE” 


By MARJIE MUGNO 
Travel and Information Division 


people began getting up for work, a 
good part of the sanding had been 
completed. 

“Most of the forces worked in 
shifts, so each man could rest,” ex- 
plained Martin. “Divided into crews, 
some were assigned to trucks with 
cover material and others to pickups 
equipped with two-way radios to pa- 
trol and report trouble spots. This con- 
tinued for two days. As ice began to 
thaw, crews cleared roadways with 
blading equipment.” 

During the three-day crisis, 3,382 
man hours were expended, with about 
one third of these being overtime, 
Martin calculated. There were 100 
hills sanded—and most were sanded 
several times. Approximately 269 
bridges were treated, and 325 man 
hours went into blading operations. 

“Thanks to the untiring work of 
District 23, many lives probably were 
saved, many motorists received assist- 
ance, and road conditions were great- 
ly improved,” concluded Martin. 

District 24 fared better. Says Dis- 
trict Engineer Joe Battle, “The storm 
was not particularly heavy or unusual 
in the El Paso area, but our neighbors 
to the north experienced much more 
difficulty in moving traffic to the west 
and north, which resulted in numer- 
ous queries to this office. 

“We kept personnel on duty around 
the clock to coordinate maintenance 
operations and answer thousands of 
telephone inquiries. The district head- 
quarters’ switchboard was jammed 24 
hours a day by the traveling public.” 


Enumerating, Battle continued, “We 
received calls from people stranded in 
El] Paso traveling west to California 
and east to Florida, from worried 
mothers with college students driving 
to and from schools throughout the 
state, from Los Angeles and all of New 
Mexico. Trucking firms with local 
terminals in El Paso called for in- 
formation to determine possibilities on 
sending out shipments—particularly 
those with military commitments.” 

Last, but not least, Battle says, “Ski 
enthusiasts called to see if roads to the 
nearby resort areas were open to 
travel. They look forward to this sea- 
SOD; 

When the first moisture hit the 
pavement in District 8 (Abilene), 
maintenance crews began putting out 
flares and ice warning signs and sand- 
ing and salting bridges. This was at 
Dear: 

“Many bridges had to be ‘doctored’ 
several times to thaw the ice,” recalls 
District Engineer J. C. Roberts. “Dis- 


trict 8’s 319 maintenance employees 
were divided into crews and rotated 
shifts to have someone working night 
and day. Because of this rotation, 
overtime was limited to approximately 
(P2508 Outs, © 

Calculations indicated 70,000 
pounds of salt and 700 cubic yards of 
sand and gravel were placed on 
bridges, overpasses, hills, and intersec- 
tions in the Abilene district. Radio 
base stations operated continuously 
from 3 a.m. Monday until 10 p.m. 
Wednesday. 

Though relatively unaffected by the 
ice storm, Oscar Crain’s district, Dis- 
trict 5, found it necessary to use “quite 
a bit more abrasive material than in 
the past several winters” to keep traf- 
fic moving with a minimum of delay. 
Reports Joel D. Willson, maintenance 
construction superintendent, “Lubbock 
and surrounding areas have been more 


fortunate than those areas east and 
southeast of us.” 

“It took two shifts working round 
the clock to keep District 3’s roads 
passable. District Engineer L. B. 
Dean had our maintenance men sand- 
ing and salting roads continuously,” 
disclosed Bill Presson, engineering 
technician. “District personnel put in 
7,518 hours removing snow and ice.” 

District 2 maintenance forces 
worked overtime, too. All sections 
worked through at least one night, and 
several, in continuous shifts for 84 
hours. De-icing operations were car- 
ried on in some areas of the Fort 
Worth District from Sunday through 
Thursday. De-icers distributed 190,- 
000 pounds of salt and 4,300 cubic 
yards of sand and gravel. 

Writes District Engineer R. W. 
Crook, “Even with the widespread ice 
coverage, none of the highways had 


Ice-laden trees shimmer in the cold night air, casting a magical glow. The scene was taken by 


Automation Division’s Bill Schwartz from his front porch steps in Austin about 8:30 p.m. one evening 
during last month’s Texas-wide ice storm. 


“TEX-ICE” 


to be closed. We believe this to be a 
tribute to the very diligent and effec- 
tive work of the maintenance men in 
our 12 maintenance sections.” 

Waco District Engineer Elton B. 
Evans was proud of his men, too. “All 
of our people did an excellent job. 
They worked long hours without rest 
to keep the highways open. By 5 
o’clock Wednesday—the trouble start- 
ed early Monday—most of the main- 
tenance sections could go home for a 
well-deserved rest. 

“Fortunately,” continues Evans, 
“We didn’t have a single employee ac- 
cident even though we had so many 
people working under extremely haz- 
ardous conditions.” 

All highways in District 18 were 
free of ice by January 11, reports Dis- 
trict Engineer John G. Keller. His 
maintenance men put in 2,544 hours 
overtime to remove ice and handle 
traffic during the three-day period. 

Men and machines battled the ele- 
ments in District 12, too, although 


freeways throughout the eight-county 
area, including Houston, were clear 
by late Monday. About 100 pieces of 
sanding equipment and 250 men were 
utilized. 

Despite the Department’s best ef- 
forts, a monumental traffic jam de- 
veloped Monday because of the freak 
storm and closed freeways. District 
Engineer W. E. Carmichael describes 
the situation: “Freeways in Houston. 
with the exception of service roads, 
were closed until noon Monday. Sand- 
ing operations began about 5 a.m. in 
the western portion of the district. 
While no precipitation occurred until 
after 5:30 a.m. in Houston, sanding 
operations had already begun. The 
normal two-hour task was disrupted 
by heavy morning traffic so that op- 
erations were not completed until the 
freeways were closed. 

‘A number of accidents occurred 
and other difficulties arose when mo- 
torists removed barricades and tried 
to drive on the freeways,” added Car- 
michael. 

G. A. Youngs of Atlanta reports 
that only two sections of highways 


Whatever her transgressions, winter’s unusually cold entrance transformed barren trees into frozen 
works of art. The rhapsody of winter was captured by Skilled Laborer Kelly Gustin near Dalhart in 
District 4 on January 3. Gustin said temperatures ranged from 8 degrees to 58 that day. 


closed and for only a short while. This 
was because traffic piled up on a 
curve on US 67 near Simms and a 
high-fill section across Lake Texar- 
kana on State Highway 8. Sand crews 
soon got traffic moving. Like most of 
the Department’s maintenance men, 
District 19’s maintenance crews la- 
bored all night. 

Extra effort—and 895 hours of 
overtime—cleared up icy roads and 
bridges in District 10 (Tyler) in rec- 
ord time. By the 5 p.m. rush hour 
January 9, conditions were well under 


control and maintenance forces went 
on standby duty. 

Says W. W. Potter, district engineer, 
“We used dump trucks, front end load- 
ers, cars, pickups, hand tools, rotary 
brooms, and winch trucks to do the 
job. And 550 cubic yards of crushed 
stone and sand were spread over the 
Ice. 

Farther east, in Paris, the tempera- 
ture dipped as low as 9 degrees and 
a 12-inch layer of ice and sleet turned 
highways into hazardways. Mainten- 
ance forces—called “the Department’s 
unsung heroes” by District Engineer 
J. W. Cravens—spent 1,348 hours 
overtime under trying conditions to 
make the roads as safe as possible. 

Rescuing stranded motorists be- 
came rather commonplace, Cravens 
said. District 1 tabulated more than 
230 such incidents. 

Across the state, in the West Texas 
town of Odessa, motorists were help- 
ed time and again by the Depart- 
ment’s dedicated employees. Says Paul 
H. Coleman, district engineer, “Most 
of the public appreciated our efforts, 
but a few felt they were unnecessarily 
delayed. During the recent storm, 
there was a multi-automobile pile-up, 
and at the request of the Department 
of Public Safety, roads leading to the 
crash site were blocked at the nearest 
towns. 

One driver wanted to fight the flag- 
man and when refused this satisfac- 
tion, he parked his automobile in the 
opposite lane and said, “If I can’t go 
west, they can’t go east!” i 


Six winners, actually. The six—district ae 
: all—walked off with the Texas Public Pues Asso- 


Two South Texas ee Thomas W. Busby of 
cones S. Vid urti of Robst wn, 


second Be prize was Ae in Category 
_ Mettlen of eveland re- 


closes February 28—offer all state employees an ppor- 
tunity to Improve State eee a : 


Ruben S. Vidourri 


. . District 16 


R. L. Mettlen .. . 


. District 20 


Kenneth H. Knebel . 
. District 1 


Paul J. DeArmond . . 
ee District 15 


Kenneth O. Henager . 
. . District 9 
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Thomas W. Busby .. . 


By PAT NEVINS 


Travel and Information Division 
State Highway Engineer J. C. Dingwall, District Engineer Travis A. Long, Master Pilot Ramon Garza 


and Senior Marine Superintendent Melvin O. Littleton stand in the wheelhouse shortly after the Port 
Aransas ferry system was transferred from Nueces County to the Highway Department. 
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Mid-Channel 


eremonies marking additions to 
C the Texas Highway Department 
have ranged from cutting traditional 
ribbons to driving through paper bar- 
riers and pressing buttons on elec- 
tronic devices. 

But they all had one thing in com- 
mon. They were on dry land. 

That’s how it was until January 4 
when six men crowded into the tiny 
wheelhouse of the Ferry D. C. Greer 
as it started on its trip from Harbor 
Island to Port Aransas and Mustang 
Island. 

In the middle of the 1,300-foot 
channel, Highway Commission Chair- 
man Hal Woodward, wearing an ad- 
miral’s yachting cap, took the helm 
as a symbol of the transfer of the 
Port Aransas ferry system from Nue- 
ces County to the Texas Highway De- 
partment. 

“We appreciate Nueces County 
taking such good care of this facility, 
and we hope to run it as efficiently as 
you did,” Woodward told Nueces 
County Judge Noah Kennedy. Look- 
ing on as the transfer took place were 
State Highway Engineer J. C. Ding- 
wall, District 16 Engineer Travis A. 
Long, Nueces County Commissioner 
Robert N. Barnes, and the ferry’s pi- 
lot, Ramon Garza. 

Later in the day another ceremony 
at Flour Bluff marked the transfer of 
two more Nueces County facilities to 
the Highway Department: the John F. 
Kennedy Causeway which links Cor- 
pus Christi with Padre Island and 
Mustang Island Road from Port Aran- 
sas to Padre Island. Total distance to 
the two is 27.5 miles. 

Both the causeway and the ferry 
system, which until last October 31 
were toll facilities, will be operated 
toll free by the state. This is the first 
time that there has been free access 
to Mustang and Padre Islands. 


Travis A. Long lends moral support as J. C. 
Dingwall and Hal Woodward erect a highway 
sign at the entrance to the John F. Kennedy 
Causeway designating the road as Park Road 22. 


The entrance to the John F. Kennedy Causeway, 
linking Corpus Christi to Padre Island, is without 
its once familiar tollgates. Tolls on both the 
causeway and Port Aransas ferry were lifted by 
Nueces County last October 31, and will be 
operated toll free by the Highway Department. 


The Ruby and the Nellie B., the two oldest ferries 
in the Port Aransas system, have made the 
channel crossings under private, county, and now 
state ownership. When this photo was taken in 
the late 1940s, the ferries were privately oper- 
ated. Nueces County assumed operatons in 1951. 
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Highway Commission Chairman Hal Woodward 
cuts the cake at the reception following the 
changeover ceremonies while Nueces County 
Judge Noah Kennedy and State Highway En- 
gineer J. C. Dingwall discuss the day’s activities. 


This ancient plank causeway, right, served as the 
main traffic artery from Aransas Pass to the 
ferry landing from 1931 until 1960 when State 
Highway 361 was opened. The Gulf Intracoastal 
Waterway Bridge, far right, which rises 50 feet 
above the water, is part of the new causeway. 


There are two swing bridges on the 
Padre Island road. Four ferries and 
six ferry slips are included in the Port 
Aransas facilities. 

“SH 361 extension (Port Aransas) 
and Park Road 53 (Mustang Island) 
were added to the Aransas County 
maintenance section under Mainten- 
ance Construction Foreman Karl R. 
Kutzer,” says Engineering Technician 
Russell Reeb. “Park Road 22 was as- 
signed to the East Nueces County 
maintenance section under supervi- 
sion of Maintenance Construction 
Foreman Tommie Edwards. Melvin 
Littleton, who managed the ferry sys- 
tem for the county, was hired as sen- 
ior marine superintendent to manage 
the ferries, swing barges, and Port 
Aransas office.” 

Transfer of the county facilities to 
the Highway Department was only a 
matter of time. Under a Texas law, 
any county bridge or causeway built 


over coastal waters reverts to the 
Texas Highway Department as soon 
as the bonds have been retired or 
funds put into a trust acount to satisfy 
the bond debt. 

Woodward and Dingwall erected a 
state highway sign near the causeway 
entrance designating the road as Texas 
Park Road 22. Mustang Island Road 
was designated as Texas Park Road 
Soh 

The Department, with assistance 
from Nueces County, is repairing Park 
Road 53 which was extensively dam- 
aged during Hurricane Beulah. 

Highway Department engineers 
have completed construction plans 
for the extension of Park Road 22 to 
Padre Island National Seashore, about 
eight miles south of the causeway. Ac- 
tual construction will be scheduled as 
soon as right of way has been ob- 
tained. 

Judge Kennedy said he expects a 


marked increase in traffic to Mustang 
and Padre Islands with the lifting of 
the toll. He also forecasts accelerated 
development of the islands. 

In 1966 there were 429,416 cross- 
ings on the causeway and 258,736 on 
the ferry system. 

During the day’s activities, Chair- 
man Woodward spoke to Nueces 
County businessmen and called the 
transfer of facilities ““‘a monument to 
cooperation.” 

He cited Nueces County’s coopera- 
tion in highway matters, but particu- 
larly emphasized that, despite the fact 
that the takeover had been approved 
for some months, the county con- 
tinued to operate both the causeway 
and ferry system as efficiently and ef- 
fectively as ever. 

Also, Woodward continued, the 
county bought spare parts for the 
ferries so the Highway Department 
would not be caught short after the 


‘transfer was effected, offered to turn 


over the tools, office equipment, and 
even automobiles used in the opera- 
tion, and purchased a much-needed 
fourth ferry last summer. 

The fourth ferry was named the 
D. C. Greer in honor of the former 
state highway engineer. 

“The cooperation and hard work 
that you have shown us in this take- 
over operation is a great incentive for 
the Highway Department to complete 
its part of the bargain,” Woodward 
said. 

Transfer of the ferry system to the 
state has resulted in little change in 
personnel except that now they are 
state instead of county employees. 

The Port Aransas ferry operation 
is the second such facility now being 
handled by the Highway Department. 
The other is at Galveston where fer- 
ries are operated between Galveston 
Island and Bolivar Peninsula. @ 
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“a Smooth 
easy 


transition” 


By FRANK LIVELY 
Editor, Texas Highways 


What am |! going to do with this red carpet? Dewitt Greer stands among 
the files, awards, correspondence, and other memorabilia collected in his 
272 years as state highway engineer. He is in Commission Member Jack 


Kultgen’s office where he had moved the things from his own office. . ; . 
“And here’s the key to the executive washroom, Ding.” Greer jokes with 


J. C. Dingwall as he points out the washroom that goes with the state high- 
way engineer's office. 


CORLL LADDER BL LLOEGR 
° 


Dp» C. GREER cleaned out his desk and file 
cabinets on December 29 as he closed out his 
40-year career with the Highway Department. 

His last official day at work was quiet and unevent- 
ful. 

Especially so after all the honors, parties, and awards 
he had received in the last six months. 

There was no farewell party to mark his leaving as 
there is with most employees. 

“It would have been impossible,” remarked a close 
associate. “Everybody in the Department would have 
had to be invited, and there was no place big enough 
to hold them all.” 

Greer stacked all his records in Highway Commis- 
sion Member Jack Kultgen’s office to make room for 
his successor, J. C. Dingwall, who would be moving 
into the office on Monday. Greer said he would “slip 
back in” the following week to sort out the materials. 
A lot of things were to be used in the highway admini- 
stration course he is teaching at The University of 
Texas. 

Greer was sitting at his desk. 

“You know, I’ve had the same desk ever since I 
became state highway engineer 27 and a half years ago. 
As a matter of fact, I had it for three years when I was 
engineer of Designs and Construction,” Greer said. 

He looked around his office. 

“Many people have tried to get me to decorate this 
office—soft carpet, fancy furniture, pretty pictures, that 
sort of thing. But I deal with the public and I didn’t 
want them to think we were spending their money on 
stuff like that.” 

Joe Wright, head of Planning Survey Division, drop- 
ped in to shake hands and to wish Greer well. 

“Joe, you keep that operation running efficiently, or 
I'll come back and haunt you,” Greer teased. 

“I know. You’ve told me that before.” 

“Well, it doesn’t hurt to repeat it. Keeps you on your 
toes. 

John Nations stopped by to say goodbye. Seldom at 
a loss for words, Nations had little to say this time. He 
soon left quietly. 

Sylvia Keeble, Greer’s long-time secretary, said it 
was an “ending-type day,” as things seemed to move in 
a vacuum. 

Greer appeared in a light-hearted mood for a man 
ending such an outstanding career. But a close observ- 
er said he was a good actor. 

“He has to do that, or he might break into tears.” 

However, Greer later remarked, “This isn’t a tear- 
jerking occasion. This is a smooth, easy transition to a 
new administration.” @ 


b] 


“It’s the first watch I’ve had since 1936,’ says Greer as his Secretary 
Sylvia Keeble teases him about the initials on the back. She said the imme- 
diate office staff gave him the watch and had their initials engraved on the 
back so “he couldn’t sell it or return it.” 


Greer shows Planning Survey’s Joe Wright a card given him the day he was 
named state highway engineer. It reads: “The final proof of character is 
to be revered and soft-soaped by everybody in town and not get the idea 
that you are a little tin god.” 
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D-18 Head Retires 


Christmas Coffee Honors 
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“IT DOESN’T SEEM LIKE 42 YEARS to me. 
Are you sure compensatory time is included in this?” 
quipped John Waller, as one of his employees, Travis 
Brown, handed him a certificate for meritorious 
service. 

The presentation was made at Maintenance Opera- 
tions Division’s December 21 Christmas coffee, which 
was also Waller’s retirement party. Waller, head of 
the division since 1953, has been responsible for main- 
tenance, traffic services, landscaping, and buildings 
for the highway system throughout the state. 


HIM BIG CHIEF — Chief Engineer of Maintenance Operations Division 
John Waller makes his successor, Archie Sherrod, official “head of 


On January 1, Archie J. Sherrod, district engineer 
in Odessa (District 6), became chief engineer of Main- 
tenance Operations. As Sherrod came down the line 
of well-wishers, Waller pulled out an Indian chief 
feather headdress and put it on his successor’s head, 
saying, “You're the big chief now!” The headdress 
had been given to Waller 13 years ago at a Christmas 
party. The honoree urged subordinates to give Sher- 
rod their “best support.” 

Before Waller was given his service certificate, 
Travis Brown started to salute Waller’s wife by saying, 


the tribe.” Watching proceedings are Bob Newton, Equipment and 
Procurement, and Sam Huff, head of Aid Division. 


Waller 


“Behind every man there is a woman,” but she chimed 
in with, “That’s Ruby.” Ruby Wright had worked 
for Waller since 1957. 

Brown, spokesman for the group, told Mrs. Waller 
they appreciated her “letting us use John eight hours 
a day for these many years,” and handed her a charm 
engraved with 1925-1967, the dates of Waller’s De- 
partmental tenure. 

“She really didn’t want you to know how old she 
is,’ quipped Waller, whose quiet demeanor belies a 
dry and ready wit. 

Getting serious, Brown said, “We don’t have to 
speak about Mr. Waller’s value to the state and Texas 
Highway Department. His position speaks for itself.” 
Brown then handed his boss a big paddle with a photo- 
graph of a new fishing boat taped to it, telling the avid 
fisherman the boat would be delivered later. 

“I’m certainly glad you gave her the charm and 
me the paddle,” said Waller. Then he saw Yoakum 
engineer Earl Wyatt and added, “If your people in 
District 13 have any more floods, you may want to 
borrow this.” Though obviously pleased, Waller said, 
“You shouldn’t have done it. Working with you has 
been reward enough for anybody. Now that Pm 
equipped for fishing, there’ll be no excuses for not 
catching any.” 

Coming forward again, Brown said, “We have a 
present to remind you of your more serious duties.” 
The present was a satirical scrapbook compiled by 
Kenneth Collinsworth. Thumbing quickly through 
the pages, Waller smiled and said, “I ought to take 
my time.” Brown urged him to look more closely at 
just one, the next to last cartoon in the book. It was 
a picture of John Nations captioned, “I can’t think of a 
thing to say.” 

“This can’t be John Nations,” remarked Waller, 
about his good friend, who has never been known to 
be at a loss for words. Then he said, “If I had it all 
to do over, I’d do it again. You’ve all been wonderful. 
D-18 is one of the best divisions in the Texas Highway 
Department. No, I’d say it’s one of the best in the 
country. And it’s not what I did, it’s what you 
did.” (continued ) 


A CHARM FOR A CHARMER—The white-haired honoree admires a momento, 
a gold charm, given his wife Loise. 


AN AVID FISHERMAN HE — Waller will have more time to fish now—and 
less reason to come up empty handed, thanks to his employees who gave 
him a new boat. The boat was delivered to Waller’s home later, but the 
paddle was presented at the coffee by Travis Brown. 
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"NO, AS A MATTER OF FACT 
| DON'T THINK WE OUGHT 
ke IRS ay fl 


Waller 
Retirement 


NOW THAT’S A SMART MAN — 
John Waller and his _ long-time 
friend, Equipment and Procurement 
Director John Nations, try out Wal- 
ler’s new boat, a retirement remem- 
brance from Maintenance Operations 
Division. This is one of the pictures 
from a scrapbook given Waller. 


THE SCRAPBOOK . . . compiled by Kenneth Collinsworth, D-18’s landscape architect and noted 
cartoonist, drew chuckles from Waller and his wife. 


' 


' ‘ ' ’ 
WHATDAYA MEAN... DONT | WISH | HADNT 
LAGGED GETTING OUT BUILDING PLANS Fore 
THE ODESSA DISTRICT ?" 


AND ANOTHER ... Waller’s successor Archie 
Sherrod, former District 6 engineer; Travis Brown, 
engineer of Buildings and Real Estate; and 
M. VY. Greer, engineer of Traffic. 
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By SAM COX 
District Maintenance Engineer 
Pharr, District 21 


At the annual Highway Short Course at Texas A&M 


last November, Sam Cox, district maintenance 
engineer in District 21, outlined the problems and 
work involved when Hurricane Beulah struck. — 


The lessons they learned should prove a valu: 


able guide to all districts in times of emergency 


Hurricane Beulah would make landfall in 
northern Mexico or southern Texas, we put all our 
mowers to work making single passes down the bot- 
toms of roadway ditches to clear them for drainage. 
Even though the hurricane might miss us, we knew 
there would be heavy rains in her wake. ‘Triple cutter 
units, or batwing mowers, were especially helpful be- 
cause many of our ditches were wet and operators 
were able to cantilever one of the outboard cutters 
into the ditch and mow where footing was too soft to 
support a smaller single cutter. 

We spent September 19 topping off fuel tanks on 
all our equipment and refilling underground fuel stor- 
age tanks. This was to minimize the danger of tanks 
floating out in case of flooding, and to assure maxi- 
mum supplies if fuel deliveries were cut off. We also 
sharpened cutting tools to clear fallen trees. 

Auxiliary power units were checked at base stations 
for radio communications and for power for gasoline 
pumps. Radio networks, including mobile units, were 
checked. 

We began a 24-hour alert, manning the main base 
station at Pharr around the clock. We monitored 
weather bureau reports on Beulah’s progress through- 
out the night and kept a plot map of her path. We also 
established a control center at the district office to 
evaluate road conditions and to dispatch crews and 
equipment on a priority basis. Radio communications 
were invaluable and often our only contact with some 
communities. We reported road conditions to the 
local Department of Public Safety by radio, and they 
in turn communicated with the news media. We also 
called Travel and Information Division in Austin 


\ hen it became apparent on September 18 that 


where state-wide road condition information was 
compiled and disseminated. 
Conditions Worsen 

On September 20 reports began to come in from 
the upper Valley of debris covering the highways. 
Our foremen reported locations of trees, power lines, 
and telephone lines down across the highways. These 
were reported to utility companies, but after two hours 
when no action had been taken, we knew our own 
forces would have to handle the job. 

We dispatched track-type backhoes on tilt trailers, 
motor cranes, and Gradalls to trouble spots. We 
treated all downed lines as if they were hot, because 
power lines had fallen across the telephone lines and 
they were conducting current. Maintenance crews did 
not try to clear roads completely at first, but instead 
pushed debris just clear of the pavement. By nightfall, 
highways in the west part of the Valley had been 
cleared. Highways in the east end were cleared 
September 21. 

During the two weeks preceding the hurricane’s 
arrival, 10 to 14 inches of rain had saturated the 
ground in the entire area. Rains from Beulah now 
began to cause heavy flooding throughout the Valley. 
Runoff carried soil into highway ditches blocking 
drainage, and we had to send in backhoes and Gradalls 
to clear the blocks. Flooding worsened as main drain- 
age ditches became overloaded. 

Three to four feet of water inundated US 281 north 
of San Manuel, and the lake extended for a mile on 
either side. This left only two highways open into the 
Valley . . . US 83 west to Laredo, which was fre- 
quently closed for several hours as the big arroyos 
crested, and US 77 north from Raymondville. Later, 
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US 77 had to be closed when the railroad tracks hold- 
ing back water on the west side washed out. 

Sheet flow was now occurring in many areas of the 
Valley with rainfall runoff moving overland in belts 
sometimes more than a mile wide. 

Our ideas changed quickly on fordable depths. We 
found that with no current one-way passenger car 
traffic could negotiate 16 to 18 inches of water; gaso- 
line powered trucks over two tons could get through 
30 inches; and big diesel rigs could travel through 40 
inches of water and more. It was only by going to 
these standards that we were able to move traffic at all. 


Control Center Busy 

The control center kept an up-to-the-minute plot of 
highways as they were closed. For a week more than 
‘70 locations were impassable. We advised foremen 
where it might be possible to route traffic and fur- 
nished information for flagmen to pass along to motor- 
ists. Flare pots were out of the question in many 
areas because they would float away. Battery-pow- 
ered flashing lights, mounted on barricades that some- 
times had to be tied down, gave excellent service, 
although subjected to continual showers and rough 
treatment when barricades were moved from one 
location to another. They were very useful in remote, 
hard-to-get-to sites. 

We ran out of barricades and information signs and 
instituted a crash program in our district shop to main- 
tain an adequate supply. Toward the end, we were 
not even painting the barricades. We don’t believe 
it would be practical to try to stock enough barricades 
for such an emergency. 

Late on September 23, we decided everything was 
under control and went home to get some sleep, not 
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knowing that a massive flood was already coursing 
down the Rio Grande. This flood was triggered 
when fading Beulah dumped torrential downpours on 
the already saturated watersheds of the Rio Alamo 
and Rio San Juan in northern Mexico. Both rivers 
discharge into the Rio Grande below Falcon Dam, 

Early the next morning a call from the International 
Boundary and Water Commission advised us that the 
levees on the floodway system which provides relief 
for the Rio Grande were breaking and asked for help. 
We picked up our maps and made a flashlight inspec- 
tion, only to find that water was coming across high 
ground where levees apparently were not needed. This 
was a flood of magnitude we had not seen before. 

For several hours after daylight, fog made visibility 
so poor that county commissioners were unable to 
use a helicopter to assess flood conditions and deter- 
mine where to start work. Since they had more 
equipment available than they needed, we put ours 
to work plugging highway crossings on the levees. 
This was necessary since the highways were cons- 
tructed to the designed high-water level of the system, 
and this had already been exceeded upstream. 

We had some real “cliff hangers.’ Often we would 
get to a levee crossing just as water was beginning to 
creep out over the road. We plugged these places 
and then had to come back later to patch the plugs 
and raise them. There were 38 locations where we 
had to fight rising waters in a 24-hour period. 


Cities Threatened 
When it became evident that the Arroyo Colorado 
flood water would go over the high banks west of 
Harlingen and then move into the city, Assistant Dis- 
trict Engineer S. R. Busby pointed out to Harlingen 
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officials they could save their town if they would plug 
city streets where they cross irrigation canals. (Canals 
are built higher than general terrain for gravity irriga- 
tion. Highway contractors supplied men and equip- 
ment to plug the street crossings, but rising water 
washed dirt away almost as fast as it could be placed. 
They fought the battle all night before they finally won. 

It was impossible to pump water because there was 
too much of it, and there was no place to pump it, 
anyway. We had to sandbag a critical area and then 
pump it dry. 

The control center, in addition to approving routes 
for traffic, directed the movement of equipment and 
personnel to guarantee continuity of operations in 
progress to avoid duplication of effort. As soon as a 
job was completed or equipment no longer needed, the 
foreman notified the base station. All equipment not 
in use was to standby, and it was moved as needed 
without regard to maintenance section limits. 

We set up a staging area in the mid-valley at Wes- 
laco, since this was the westernmost crossing of the 


floodway system that was passable. Equipment could 
be moved rapidly in any direction from this point. 
Crews slept by their equipment and moved with it 
when it was needed. Thirty minutes could be critical 
— or too late — under these conditions. 

Personnel dispatched to a section where they had 
not worked before were given written instructions and 
shown on the map which roads to take to get the 
equipment to its destination. Departure time and 
estimated time of arrival were given to the foreman 
expecting the equipment. If it did not arrive at the 
predicted time, he could start looking for it. 

We developed an area lighting system using a por- 
table welder to power high intensity lights and trans- 
ported it in a pickup. With this setup, we could 
literally turn night into day. We believe this helped 
materially to keep our operation accident free. 

Our shop rigged up portable fuel stations that were 
moved from job to job, from one county to another. 
Our district shop gave excellent service. Within 10 
minutes after a breakdown was reported by radio, a 
mechanic would be on his way. 


Working on Levees 
The day after the levees were plugged, we heard 
that water was topping the floodway south of La Feria. 


This information was accurate, and we moved a main- 
tainer in to cast up a large roll of dirt on the floodway 
side. This held the water back. There was no place 
to turn around so our trucks backed down the levee 
bank. The dumped dirt was “bulled” into position 
by the maintainer. Hauling began at dusk and con- 
tinued through the following night under hazardous 
conditions. These men earned the gratitude of area 
residents who would have otherwise been flooded. 

Next we had to dig outfall channels from lakes that 
never before existed across our highways in the Sarita 
and Falfurrias areas. Track-mounted backhoes had 
excellent flotation and were capable of moving across 
terrain under the most adverse conditions. Sometimes 
they would get stuck, but those traveling through water 
or on unsound footing carried heavy bridge timbers 
with them to use as mats to block up the machines 
once they had been placed in a work position. Using 
these timbers, the equipment could rescue itself. 

The Highway Department seemed to be the only 
agency with the capability to check out rumors quick- 
ly. We investigated more than 30 reports, finding 
most cases were gross exaggerations. Each rumor 
had to be checked out and reported on as soon as 
possible because each one represented a potential or 
possible catastrophe. One typical rumor was the 
report from a sheriff's deputy that a six-foot wall of 
water had moved through a small town in the sand 


country. We felt sure it was false but we had to check 
it. The country is too flat for a wall of water to form 
and there are no stream channels. Water just rises 
slowly if it rains long enough. 

If a similar emergency develops in the future, we 
will immediately request that an Army helicopter be 
placed at our disposal. It should have performance 
capabilities of the Huey, and should be able to operate 
at night. We have been investigating use of a portable 
two-way radio complete with earphones and a throat 
mike that will eliminate interference caused by the 
high noise level of helicopter operation. A “chopper” 
would have been invaluable in checking reports. At 
one time, when trying to save a levee, we were working 
blind. We thought we were working in the critical 
area, but a 20-minute helicopter ride would have veri- 
fied that we were. 

The load on radio communications was excessive. 
In future emergencies we will eliminate nonessential 
conversation for noninvolved sections. It took only a 
few hours to get the organization honed to razor 
sharpness in use of the radio. This included learning 
what should and should not be reported to avoid wast- 
ing time on irrelevant details. 


Dangerous Vandalism 

We were plagued with deliberate acts of vandalism. 
Signs were stolen, burned, turned around, and deliber- 
ately misplaced to run traffic into washed-out areas. 
It was imperative that signs be placed in proper loca- 
tions, and removed when they no longer applied. 

There was flagrant disregard of most signs. When 
motorists found they could disregard some signs, they 
were inclined to ignore those that could not be ignored. 
This required a Herculean effort and 24-hour patrol- 
ling by foremen to keep signs up to date. 

To eliminate confusion, we worked directly with 
Civil Defense. We frequently had callers wanting 
equipment and they obviously didn’t know what, when, 
where, or how the equipment was to be used. We 
told them to clear with Civil Defense authorities who 
would refer the request to the right agency. 

We think the Highway Department needs an ac- 
curate inventory of Civil Defense equipment in Bas- 
trop. We didn’t know what they had or what we 
could get. The pumps we got from them were heavy; 
their fuel consumption was high; they could not be 
pulled safely faster than 20 mph; packings were dry; 
fittings would not fit our pipe; and spare parts were 
unavailable. Once the pumps were set up, they gave 
good service. 

Don’t misunderstand me. We are not “looking a 
gift horse in the mouth.” We are only recommending 
steps be taken so we can better utilize equipment in 


Districts should know what is 
available and its shape. 
This was also a time for accurate documentation 


future emergencies. 


of expenditures for maintenance auditing and 
for possible Bureau of Public Roads assistance. We 
found that Kodak Instamatic cameras, which our fore- 
men use in their regular work, were quite valuable. 
Photos taken gave us visual evidence of damage to 
roads and equipment. 

We are very proud of our people’s conduct during 
this emergency. We found we had what every organ- 
ization should have. . . a fine esprit de corps. Many 
of our men left homes and families up to their knees 
in mud and water to come to work. Then these same 
men had to be ordered to go home for much needed 
rest. 

We feel sure that should a crisis occur in your own 
districts, your men will perform as nobly as ours. 
After all, our people only upheld the fine tradition of 
the Department established by those before us. m 
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fee TESTS of communication 
systems which will help guide 
vehicles in their exits from high-speed 
freeways are scheduled for 1969, 
Under Secretary of Transportation 
Everett Hutchinson told seminar 
members at The University of Texas 
on December 15. 

Hutchinson pointed out the latest 
developments in highway safety re- 
search at a meeting sponsored by the 
University’s Center for Highway Re- 
search and the Department of Civil 
Engineering. 

The under secretary, a former 
Texas legislator, came to Texas to 


deliver major addresses at the Uni- 
COFFEE BREAK—Raymond Vowell, UT vice-chancellor (left); Everett Hutchinson, under secretary versity, Texas A&M University, and 


of Transportation; Dewitt C. Greer, former state highway engineer; and Fred Benson, dean of the . 
College of Engineering, Texas A&M University, chat during a coffee break at the UT Alumni Center. to the Highway-Heavy Branch of 
Associated General Contractors of 


Texas. And a week later he traveled 

to South Texas to help celebrate a 

maintenance foreman’s 40 years of 

VIP SAYS service with the Highway Department. 
Hutchinson said there is “no ques- 
tion” that fixed visual signs are be- 
SAF FTY PROG RESS coming inadequate for directing driv- 
ers in fast, heavy traffic. It is also 

possible to synchronize traffic entry 

ENCOU RAGING onto freeways, he said, so vehicles 

can flow into gaps in the mainstream 

as they open up. Such systems are 


now in operation on Houston’s Gulf 
Freeway and Chicago’s Eisenhower 


Expressway. 
UT Research Engineer Ronald Hudson (left), Under Secretary of Transportation Everett Hutchinson, and tee ore, : : ae 
Charles Simons of Texas Mid-Continent Gas & Oil Association discussed highway research before Better traffic-signal timing and con- 
Hutchinson spoke at a UT seminar December 15. trol systems and traffic surveillance 


systems, including use of satellite 
photography, are now under develop- 
ment, Hutchinson said. 

“All these developments point to 
solid progress which is expected to 
cut the cost and delay of traffic opera- 
tions, as well as the toll of highway 
deaths and injuries.” 

At Texas A&M on December 14 
Hutchinson told the 175 transporta- 
tion authorities attending a three-day 
conference on grade crossing safety 
that the primary role of the Depart- 
ment of Transportation in the grade 


crossing problem is to provide leader- 
ship and assistance. 

“The initiative is on your shoul- 
ders,” he told them. “President John- 
son has repeatedly called for a new 
partnership between industry and all 
levels of government in meeting the 
nation’s goals. This meeting at A&M 
is proof that partnership can exist to 
everyone’s mutual benefit.” 

Hutchinson cited the need for a 
safety program that is much more 
than just another expensive federal 
project. 

“It must be a program that will 
allow local implementation with a 
minimum amount of money,” he 
pointed out. “We must find solu- 
tions that can fit into city and county 
budgets.” 

The symposium attracted experts 
from all over the United States be- 
cause railroad grade crossings are a 
major concern of highway depart- 
ments, safety associations, transporta- 
tion, and the public at this time. 

On December 12 Hutchinson spoke 


to the Highway-Heavy Branch of 
Associated General Contractors at a 
luncheon in Austin. 

“The need for urban freeways is 
not an issue,” he told the contractors. 
“The issue is where they will be built 
and what they will look like. Some 
opposition stems from the groundless 


notion that highways have to be ugly, 
and are bound to disrupt or destroy 
established neighborhoods,  institu- 
tions, and patterns of life. There was 
a time when out of sheer necessity 
cost and engineering factors were the 
overriding ones in highway construc- 
tion. Those days are over.” @ 


Following the Grade Crossing Safety Symposium at Texas A&M in 
December, the Texas Highway Commission approved in January the 
initial increment of a $1.7 million railroad grade crossing program for 
1968. 

The program calls for installation of protective devices at highway- 
railroad grade crossings throughout the state. Eighty-six projects are 
in the initial increment with an estimated cost of slightly more than $1 


million. 


Additional projects will be added throughout the year. 


The program 


utilizes $1.5 million appropriated for this purpose by the Sixtieth Legis- 


lature. 


The program also includes $208,000 representing the average 


expenditure for this purpose by the Highway Department over the past 


three years. 


The work is another step in the Department’s continuing 


efforts to build, maintain, and operate the safest highways possible. 
Nationwide, 14,000 grade crossing accidents last year took 1,800 lives. 
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AWARDS 


(As of January 31, 1968) 


40 Years 


District 2 
Thomas E. Ellis, Skilled Laborer 


District 9 
Otha A. Jones, Engineering Technician IV 


PisthiciwLG 
Jose S. Molina, Skilled Laborer 


District 17 
Sebron Foster, Skilled Laborer 


35 Years 


District 3 
Jarmon E. King, Senior Resident Engineer 


District 12 
Karl Hackradt, Engineering Assistant I 


District 24 
Ernest H. Mendoza, Skilled Laborer 


30 Years 
Bridge Division 
Herbert W. Kessler, Engineer of Bridge Operations 


District 9 
Joel A. Williams, Accountant UI 


District 12 
Emil L. Stavinoha, Skilled Laborer 


District 16 
William C. Wishert, Skilled Laborer 


District 19 
Robert O. Ferrell, Shop Foreman III 


District 24 
Joseph C. Ross, Skilled Laborer 


25 Years 


District 3 
Charlie H. Gilbreath, Skilled Laborer 


District 4 
George J. Cannon Jr., Supervising Resident Engineer 


District 5 
Lemuel M. Burkhart, Resident Engineer 


District 8 
John P. Coppinger, Engineering Technician V 
Clint M. Frazier, Skilled Laborer 
Charlie B. Morrow, Engineering Technician V 


District 13 
William C. Kubicek, Skilled Laborer 


District 18 
Keith C. Arey, Skilled Laborer 


Marjorie B. Kelley, Personnel Clerk TII 


District 20 
Morris G. Gibbs, Skilled Laborer 


District 22 
Henry A. Gallard, Semi-Skilled Laborer 


District 24 
Jose G. Aquirre, Skilled Laborer 
Gilberto G. Ramirez, Semi-Skilled Laborer 
Francisco Varela, Semi-Skilled Laborer 


(As of February 29, 1968) 


40 Years 


Secondary Roads Division 
Robert L. Schmidt, Administrative Engineer 


District 5 
Joel D. Willson, Maintenance Construction Superintendent 


District 9 
Alpheus H. Malone, Engineering Technician IV 


35 Years 


Construction Division 
John R. Harris, Administrative Engineer 


30 Years 


Maintenance Operations Division 
Robert H. Bowen, Landscape Architect III 


District 5 
Lawrence P. Magee, Supervising Right of Way Engineer 
District 7 
Clifford W. Scarborough, Skilled Laborer 
District 12 
John R. Vyvial, Maintenance Construction Foreman II 
District 15 
Lloyd M. Wharton, Engineering Technician V 
District 19 
James H. Crawford, Supervising Resident Engineer 
District 23 
Ben E. Dillon, Senior Resident Engineer 
District 24 


Andrew Dutchover, Skilled Laborer 


25 Years 
District 2 
Jesse L. Hicks, Skilled Laborer 
Librado G. Rodriguez, Engineering Aide HI 
Florence A. Waddell, Accounting Clerk III 


District 9 
Roy T. Parsons, Skilled Laborer 


Disthictwrlel: 
Emory T. Burnett, Skilled Laborer 
Robert W. Harkins, Semi-Skilled Laborer 


Ollie R. Johnson, Skilled Laborer 
Buford Williamson, Skilled Laborer 


District 12 
Pedro Arriaga, Skilled Laborer 
B. F. Pool, Maintenance Construction Foreman II 


District 17 
Clarence E. Bloodgood, Skilled Laborer 


District 18 
Henry R. Grann, Senior Traffic Engineer 


District 19 
Loyd R. Brown, Skilled Laborer 
Charles W. Dell, Engineering Technician V 
Charles J. Pilant, Maintenance Construction Supervisor II 


District 24 
Morris K. Brown, Maintenance Construction Foreman III 
Alifonso R. Hernandez, Semi-Skilled Laborer 


RETIREMENTS 


Accounting Division 
Glynn W. Drake, Chief Accountant II 


Maintenance Operations Division 
John A. Waller, Chief Engineer 


District 2 
Robert E. Eakins, Engineering Aide IV 


District 5 
James D. Allison, Maintenance Construction Foreman II] 
Fred C. Stanley, District Construction Engineer 


District 6 
Jasper H. Douglas, Maintenance Construction Foreman II 


District 9 
Charley H. Goss, Skilled Laborer 


District 10 
Roy S. Mann, Accountant II 


District 12 
Richard J. Reynolds, Master and Pilot 


District 13 
Hyacinthe M. Dobbs, Personnel Assistant I 


District 14 
Clifton E. Moore, Senior Resident Engineer 


District 16 
Lonnie Knox, Semi-Skilled Laborer 


District 19 
Charley G. Wade, Semi-Skilled Laborer 


District 20 
Robert L. Surratt, Semi-Skilled Laborer 


District 24 


Landy B. Harrison, Maintenance Construction Superintendent 
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Photograph courtesy Linda Westerlage 


Dr. C. B. Anagnostis played leapfrog on the Gulf Freeway with his burning Cessna 180. 


Texas will register approximate- 
ly seven million vehicles during 
1968—the largest number in De- 
partmental history, reveals State 
Highway Engineer J. C. Dingwall. 

This year’s Texas tags, already 
delivered to the 254 county tax 
assessor-collectors, were available 
February 1—and will be until the 
end of March. Motorists can 
avoid long lines—and the late 


Record Registration Year 


March rush — by _ purchasing 
plates during February. ) 

Of the estimated seven million 
vehicles to be registered, 4.75 
million probably will be passenger 
cars, and 1.9 million, commercial 
trucks and truck-tractors. Trail- 
ers and motorcyeles will account 
for the balance. 

The most dramatic increase is 
expected in the motorcycle cate- 


gory, based on the past two years’ 
experience. While passenger car 
and commercial truck registration 
will increase about 3% per cent, 
motorcycle registration is expected 
to increase 16 per cent. This fol- 
lows a 25 per cent increase in mo- 
torcycles in 1966 over 1965 and 
another 17 per cent increase last 
year. 

To purchase license plates, ve- 
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tartled motorists came to a 
S screeching halt when they 
saw the burning plane leapfrog- 
ging its way down the Gulf Free- 
way last month. 

It wasn’t the easiest landing he 
ever made, but Dr. C. B. Anag- 
nostis managed to set his burning 
plane down on the busy freeway 
within a half block of the High- 
way Department’s La Marque 
residency. 

Two maintenance men, Toney 
E. Bocco and Alex L. Phillips, 
who were driving along the free- 
way, stopped their truck and 
jumped out with fire extinguish- 
ers. Allison Stewart rushed over 
from the residency and together 
they put out the fire before it 
could do much damage. 

Dr. Anagnostis had taken off 
from a field near League City and 
had been in the air about 30 min- 
utes when he noticed smoke com- 
ing from the control panel. He 
was flying at about 1,000 feet 


Forecast 


hicle owners should bring four 
items to the tax collector’s office: 
certificate of title, 1967 license 
receipt, current resident address, 
and zip code. 

State law requires each owner 
to register his vehicle in the coun- 
ty in which he resides. 

During the 1967 session the 
Texas Legislature amended the 
Texas Registration Law by chang- 


over a heavily populated resi- 
dential area so he began to circle 
around looking for a place “to 
put it down fast.” 

The doctor made a quick deci- 
sion to land on the freeway as 
smoke and flames began to shoot 
from the control panel. 

As he made his approach, there 
were cars on the freeway in front 
of him and he could not stop. 
He was coming in on the north- 
bound lanes and he managed to 
pull the nose up and go over the 
cars, landing in front of them. 

After he came to a stop, the 
Highway Department men rushed 
to the rescue. The doctor said 
he did not know what caused the 
fire, but that damage might range 
from $1,000 to $2,000. 

Secretary Faye Cartwright, who 
watched the proceedings, said, 


“If it hadn’t been for our men, 
I am sure the plane would have 


been heavily damaged, or possibly 
destroyed.” & 


ing passenger car license fees and 
establishing a minimum fee of 
$5.30 for all vehicles, including 
boat trailers. 

The new rates for passenger 
cars are as follows: 
Up to 3,500 pounds ........ $12.30 
3,901-4,500 pounds: 22 2. 2230 
4,501-6,000 pounds ........ 30.30 
More than 6,000 pounds 

Ve Se eae oo: per 100 Ibs. 


Commission Approves 
Two-Year Program 


A $362 million, two-year Con- 
solidated Highway Program which 
will mean better highway facilities 
for the state was approved recently 
by the Texas Highway Commission. 

The program calls for construc- 
tion or reconstruction of US and 
state-numbered highways. 

In all, a total of 1,667 miles 
of non-Interstate highways will be 
built or reconstructed. Estimated 
construction cost is $335 million. 

The program also covers the 
state’s portion of right of way 
acquisition on 557 miles of US- 
and state-numbered highways at an 
estimated cost of $27 million. On 
such highways, the state shares 
right of way cost 50-50 with local 
governments. 

Approval of the program ear- 
marks funds for badly needed im- 
provement on many routes on the 
state-maintained highway system. 

The program places emphasis on 
ie states _ bread .and © butter’ 
highway routes. 

“These highways of the primary 
system are the transportation life- 
lines for a vast number of Texans,” 
the Commission said. “Our people 
and commerce are deeply involved 
in these routes, yet many are out- 
moded.” 

Work under the program also 
will make a significant contribution 
to highway safety. 

“Obviously, modern, high-type 
highways are significantly safer 
than obsolete facilities. Therefore, 
construction of new highways is in 
a real sense an investment in high- 
way Safety,” the Commission said. 


31 


t was a cold, drizzly December 
morning. Albert Jennings and 
Henry Spillman Jr., skilled laborers 
in Bill Gregory’s bridge construc- 
tion crew, left the Travis County 
(South) warehouse to inspect a 
bridge. The bridge, under con- 
struction at Gilleland Creek on 
FM 969 east of Austin, was com- 
plete, but it was not open to traffic 
because only 11 of 14 days curing 
time had elapsed. A _ low-water 
detour had been built just upstream 
and it was under water. 

When Jennings and Spillman ar- 
rived at the site, they found a car 
with four women had just washed 
off the detour. The car was float- 
ing downstream “like a boat” and 
the women had scrambled out the 
window and were clinging pre- 
cariously to the car. The car 
floated into a tree, and two of the 
marooned motorists grabbed 
branches. The car broke loose and 
floated downstream again. One of 
the women lost her grip on the car 
and began floundering. She couldn’t 
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swim and called for help. 


Jennings and Spillman threw her 
a rope, but the swift current pulled 
her under. Spillman jumped in 
the cold water to help. Both 
went under several times as Jen- 
nings pulled them to the bank. 
Meanwhile, the car lodged against 
another tree downstream. The last 
of the four women, who was on top 
of the car, climbed into the tree as 
the car sank into the swirling wa- 
ters. 


The district office was notified 
by radio of the accident, and a 
dragline and aerial tower (cherry 
picker) were dispatched immediate- 
ly. By the time the equipment 
arrived, three had been rescued, 
but the fourth was still clinging to 
the tree. Jennings and Bobby 
Denton, communications superin- 
tendent I, tried to reach her from 
the bucket of the cherry picker, but 
the boom was too short. 


She decided to wait until another 
employee, L. J. Chapman, main- 


Reseue 


By MULKEY OWENS 
Assistant District Engineer 
Austin, District 14 


tenance construction foreman, ar- 
rived with a boat—even though the 
water was rising rapidly. Chap- 
man and the boat arrived, but the 
motor would not start and no oars 
were available. No. 2 scoops were 
used as oars, however, and the 
stranded woman rescued. In the 
process, the windshield on Chap- 
man’s boat was broken and he fell 
overboard. 

Later, the driver of the car said 
she thought a school bus _ had 
crossed the creek on the detour and 
that she could make it, too. Ac- 
tually, the bus driver had stopped, 
removed the barricades, and had 
driven across the new bridge. 

It gives us a sense of deep ap- 
preciation and pride in the High- 
way Department to know we have 
employees such as Jennings, Spill- 
man, and Chapman who will get 
involved and do their utmost to 
help their fellow man. The com- 
munity is deeply indebted to them 
and all who helped rescue these 
four women. M@ 


_ Employees in District 19 can 

boast several achievements for their J 

credit union and _ its Ss Chapter Award in October. The 

— _ Patma Chapter includes approxi- 

g, located j just mately 22 credit unions in north- 
east Sees 


ca oy this part x the state.” 


in. One re in the district has 
already ees this eis 


ackson won the Wright Patman- 


Alvin Jackson enjoys the comfort and luxury 
_ of his new birch-paneled office. 
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To aud “Prom Our Readers 


Outstanding 

Remember Lupe Pena? . . . the 
Highway Department’s Anthony tour- 
ist bureau counselor who shared hon- 
ors for Texas’ outstanding travel coun- 
selor of the year? She was honored 
again recently. Lupe was one of 6,000 
young women listed as Outstanding 
Young Women of America. Selections 
for the annual biographical compila- 
tion are made by the Outstanding 
Americans Foundation Board. 

Says her boss, Tom Taylor of Tra- 
vel and Information Division, “We 
are all very proud of Lupe. She exem- 
plifies the fine young women we em- 
ploy in our tourist bureaus, the divi- 
sion, and throughout the Department.” 


New Faces 

State Highway Engineer J. C. Ding- 
wall recently announced appointments 
to two committees. A. H. Christian, 
chairman (Right of Way Engineer), 
Archie J. Sherrod (Chief Engineer of 
Maintenance Operations), and Robert 
L. Lewis (Chief Engineer of Highway 


Design) will serve on the Highway- 
Utility Liaison Committee for this 
year. And Lewis and Sherrod will join 
H. L. Arno (Engineer, Secondary 
Roads), Clyde Silvus (Bridge Engi- 
neer), and A. W. Eatman (Materials 
and Tests Engineer) on the Research 
and Development Committee. 


Get That Ball! 

Our football hero has returned. 

Tommy Janik, featured in the No- 
vember issue of TEXAS HIGH- 
WAYS, returned to work January 2 
as survey party chief in the Brazos- 
Burleson County Residency in Dis- 
trict 17. Tommy spent a _ successful 
year with the Buffalo Bills of the 
American Football League and played 
in the all-star game January 21. 


Welcome 

From the incoming mail basket: “I 
retired January 1, 1965. Someone told 
me that if I sent in my name that the 
Highway Department would send me 
TEXAS HIGHWAYS magazine. I 
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put in 31 years for the Highway De- 
partment, and I understand all re- 
tired employees will get this free by 
sending in their names. — J. C. O’Neil, 
Pecoss: 

(Ed. Note: Congratulations on 31 
years of service, Mr. O'Neil, and wel- 
come to the retired mailing list. If any 
of our readers know of a retired em- 
ployee who is not receiving the maga- 
zine, please let us know and we'll be 
glad to add his name to our list.) 


There’s Good News 

Writes Master Wordsmith Weldon 
Hart in his January Texas Good 
Roads Association newsletter, “Re- 
tired State Highway Engineer D. C. 
Greer will remain close to the Texas 
road business—as a member of 


TGRA’s prestigious Executive Com- 
mittee. We face 1968, then, encour- 
aged and grateful because (1) Greer 
consented to join our Executive Com- 
mittee, (2) UT did win SOMETHING 
from A&M, and (3) the Year of the 
"Horns is finally over.” 


Run Our State? 
Not On Your Coonskin Cap! 

Those Tennessians just don’t know 
their place. 

Davey Crockett, Sam Houston, An- 
son Jones—and now, James Guffey. 

A letter from Mr. Guffey, a native 
of Greenville, Tennessee, writes re- 
questing “Proper forms and further 
information on procedure I should 
follow to obtain authorization to run 
your state.” 

Run our state? Hold on there. 

But never fear. Maintenance Oper- 
ations Division Chief Engineer Archie 
Sherrod relieves anxieties by reveal- 
ing that the request is simply spelled 
out in trucker vernacular. The man 
simply would like permission to enter 
and cross Texas with a motor vehicle, 
which is more than likely a truck. 


Smooth ’em Out 

“Snuff Street” has been snuffed out 
—thanks to District 17’s conscientious 
maintenance forces. For years a sec- 
tion of State Highway 6 in Navasota 
was known as “Snuff Street”—go a 
block and take a dip. Maintenance 
Foreman Floyd Siptak and his crew 
solved the situation with culverts 
made of five 10-inch I-beams welded 
together. 


TEN MINUTES OF TAPE tells the story. Mrs. 
Minta Riddle, District Engineer J. F. Snyder's sec- 
is entangled in 472 feet of teletype 
of Hurricane Beu- 
lah which District 21 sent to TEXAS HIGHWAYS 
several months ago for a story on the disaster. 


retary, 
tape ... “a short summary” 


ment. - 
_ To meet te need io additional 


_ Message on the map, 
Connally writes, 


8 Map Focuses on HemisFait 


1968 will be a big year for onas 


_ and this is reflected in the enlarged — 
_ seale of the 1968 Official State 
Highway Map which will soon be 


released by the Highway Depart- 


information, it was necessary to 
increase the scale of the 1968 map 


_ and to use both sides: to provide 
travel guidance. _ 


Increasing the scale of the map 


by almost one fourth means it will 
be a valuable guide for the millions 
_ Of Visitors expected in Texas for 
San Antonio’s HemisFair and for 


countless others who come tO ex- 
plore the ae other attractions in 


__ the state. , 
: Peeured on the cover is the 


Tower of the Americas, focal point 
for HemisFair. In his welcoming 
: Governor 
“Tats year... 
highways also lead to HemisFair, 
our Texas World’s Fair in San An- 


-tonio. With this map as your guide, 
| Discover Texas . 


. during 1968)" 
An initial order of 500 000 maps 


will be available by the middle of 
_ March,and before the year is out 


more than a million will have been 
distributed free of charge. 


The travel map’s new look ex- 


_ tends to the feverse side where . 
large-scale inset maps of 14 urban | 


areas show all highways and major 
thoroughfares in the Lower Rio 


_ Grande Valley and in Texas, 13 
cities with more than 100, 000 pop- 
ulation. 


Other features designed to make 


- travel easier for tourist and Texan 


. and HemisFair 


Ae include the listing of two new 
Tourist Information Bureaus, in 
Laredo and Amarillo, and a relo- 
cated bureau on IH 30 in Texar- 
kana, bringing to nine the total 
number of bureaus at major gate- 
ways to the state. Also shown is the 
tourist bureau in the Capitol at 
Austin. 

Small green squares make their 
debut on the 1968 map, indicating 
newly completed comfort stations 
on Interstate highways. These sta- 
tions include restroom facilities, pic- 
nic arbors, drinking fountains, fire- 
places, and display cases with travel 
literature and map _ dispensers. 
Travelers will find eight of these 
stations, each with complete facili- 
ties on both sides of the superhigh- 
ways, for their comfort and con- 


"venience. 


More than 110 miles SI new In- 
terstate highways are shown on 
the 1968 map, including comple- 
tion of Interstate 20 from Dallas to 
the Louisiana state line. More than 
1,800 miles of these limited access 
superhighways now are complete 
and designated as open to traffic. 


Twenty-two towns, shown for the _ 


first time on the urban-area inset 
maps, have been added to the index 
of cities and towns. A new index, 
showing location of all counties, is 
also included for the traveler’s con- 
venience. 

Also listed are Highway Depart- 
ment Tourist Bureaus and District 
Offices, Department of Public Safe- 
ty Offices, and State Parks. A mile- 
age chart and conversion table for 
kilometers and miles and gallons 
and liters are other aids for the 
motorist. @ 
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OY ER TReH= HISHVYAYS 


Comments... from the Traveling Public 


® The scenery is beautiful between 
Smithville and Bastrop and Bastrop 
and Austin. The well-kept highway, 
US 71, in Bastrop County, also lends 
a lot to the beautiful scenery. 

As I ride and view the beautiful 
scenery around me, I[ realize my 
blessings and how fortunate I am to 
ride unafraid down our highways and 
feel secure that bombs and _ bullets 
aren't falling in our midst, tearing 
down the God-given beauty around 
us, and I’m also thankful for the privi- 
lege of seeing this wondrous beauty, 
painted by the Master Painter. 

Just thought I’d pass this on to you. 
Thanks for listening. 

Mrs. John McNulta 


Bastrop 
® | have read the article, Our 
Not-So-Super-Highways” which ap- 


peared January 7 in the San Antonio 
Texas Express and News magazine 
supplement, This Week. 

I wonder whether the writer ac- 
tually traveled on a_ representative 
number of Interstate Highways in rep- 
resentative parts of the country. I 
wonder which of the Texas highways 
were surveyed? 

I have heard quite a few “displaced 
yankees” volunteer the information 
that the Texas highway system is sec- 
ond to none in the nation. I for one 
am proud of the greatly improved 
Strides made in the nationwide high- 
way construction in the past few 
years. Certainly, we have invested 
many billions in a worthwhile pro- 
gram. No doubt some “bubus” have 
been made in the past. Improvements 
probably can also be made. If some 
of the other states have not provided 
adequate rest facilities, maybe some 
lessons could be learned from those 
working on the problem. I only wish 
it were half as easy to “engineer” 
some safety into some of the “nuts” 
who claim to be drivers. 


I know that This Week has had its 
“splash.” I certainly am not convinced 
that the shortcomings cited in the 
article apply to all the states. I’m con- 
fident that many people who travel in 
our fair state are pleasantly satisfied 
that we have a highway system of 
which all of us are proud. 

David W. Mechler 
San Antonio 


e I feel very fortunate not to have 
been a statistic of the New Years 
weekend. I very well could have been 
had timing been a few seconds dif- 
ferent. 

I was informed there have been 
between 200-300 cars pulled from 
the ditch along this stretch of highway 
36 between Rodgers and Heidenheim- 
er. My car went out of control and did 
a complete turn, slid off into the ditch 
on the opposite side of the road. | 
saw oncoming cars as it started to 
spin, but fortunately, they were far 
enough away to avoid a collision. 

May I say that I am considered a 
good driver, having driven for 181% 
years, but blacktop as slick as this 
when wet is as unexpected as a shot 
in the dark. It definitely needs an 
abrasive material added to give it the 
necessary traction under these condi- 
tions, and I urge you to remedy this. 

Mrs. Ralph ee 
Houston 


(Note: The section was sealed two 
years ago with light-weight aggregate 
and trap rock, but became slick again 
recently; bad weather has prevented 
resealing although cover material was 
placed at the site immediately.) 


e Recently I made a vacation trip 
to Big Bend National Park. Your 
roadside rest areas are really appreci- 
ated by myself and other travelers. 
Build more of these. 

A. W. Duoba 
Chicago, Illinois — 


® Texas makes a good first impres- 
sion. We would like to return for a 
longer trip across Texas when IH 20 
is completed. 
Columbia, South Carolina 


© I got your folder about our state. 

You send me the right things I need- 
ed. How can I ever thank you. And 
thank Governor John Connally for 
his picture and autography (sic). And 
thank all of the Texas Highway men 
for making our Toads and highways 
better. 

Donnie Hatfield 

Austin 


© We want to give credit and ap- 
preciation to two of your employees, 
Elvis Lamb and Troy King. In mak- 
ing a New Year’s weekend trip to San 
Angelo, we stopped for a rest on US 
290. When we were ready to leave, 
the car wouldn’t start. My husband 
worked for 45 minutes, but to no 
avail. He finally hitched a ride into 
Balmorhea to get a wrecker. 

The children and I sat in the car 
and waited. Within a few minutes, a 
Highway Department truck drove up 
—they asked what our problem was 
and promptly went to work. They were 
very efficient and in no time at all had 
us on our way. Not a penny would 
they accept, and yet they saved us a 
wrecker fee. 

Perhaps in this small way we can 
express our most grateful appreciation 
to you and men like Mr. Lamb and 
Mr. King who make up the backbone 
of our highway system in Texas. They 
are men of the highest integrity and 
efficiency. Thank you very much! 

Mrs. Harold L. Hurt 
El Paso 

(District Engineer Paul H. Cole- 
man writes from Odessa that Lamb 
is the mechanic in charge of light ve- 
hicle maintenance for Pecos and Bal- 
morhea and King is a semi-skilled la- 
borer.) 


SMILE WHEN YOU CALL ME THAT— 
Arthur B. Free looks as if he is about to 
draw on the photographer, but actually 
he was just posing for his picture. The 
time was circa 1922 in Washington County te 
near Brenham where Free was a material 
inspector. Free was a senior maintenance 
foreman when he retired in 1954. 
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The new highway administration 
took time recently to pose for a 
formal portrait. From left, Assistant 
State Highway Engineer B. L. De- 
Berry, State Highway Engineer J. C. 


Dingwall, Highway Commission 
Chairman Hal Woodward, Highway 
Commission Member Jack Kultgen, 
and Highway Commission Member 
Herbert C. Petry Jr. 


